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OSWESTRY CRICKET CLUB 
      Social Media Policy  

 
 
Socia l  media ,  tex t ,  d i rect  text /media  messaging and emai l  
po l icy  

Soc ia l  Med ia  i s  a  wonder fu l  too l  and  one  we want  to  use  
cons t ruc t i ve ly  and  sa fe ly .  Oswes t ry  Cr i cke t  C lub  p romotes  the  
hea l thy  and  appropr ia te  use  o f  soc ia l  med ia .  I t ’ s  impor tan t  to  be  
aware  o f  the  po ten t ia l  p i t fa l l s  and  sa feguard ing  i ssues  tha t  a r i se  
when  pos t ing  con ten t  in  re la t ion  to :  

•  c lub  ac t i v i t i es   

•  team and  c lub  per fo rmance  

•  i nd iv idua l  pe r fo rmance  

•  oppos i t i on  per fo rmance 

•  o f f i c ia l s ’  dec is ions /per fo rmance 

We need  a l l  Oswes t ry  CC members  and  Paren ts  o f  OCC jun io r  
members  to  be  aware  o f  th i s  po l i cy  when  shar ing  o r  pos t ing  
con ten t  re la t ing  to  the  above  f rom e i the r  persona l  o r  c lub  
accoun ts .   

We a lso  need  to  remind  a l l  p layers /paren ts /ca re rs  to  re f resh  
themse lves  w i th  our  upda ted  Pho tography  and  V ideo  po l i cy .  Here  
you  w i l l  f i nd  a  la rge  c ross  over  w i th  regards  our  sa feguard ing  o f  
a l l  ou r  jun io r  c lub  members  and  personne l .   

Common-sense  approach :  ’Cou ld  I  say  th i s  face  to  face ,  o r  wou ld  I  
be  happy  to  see  my comments  pub l i shed  in  the  newspaper?  I f  you  
a re  unsure  o f  the  answer  to  these  ques t ions ,  o r  your  answer  i s  
“no” ,  then  you  shou ld  no t  be  pos t ing  th i s  on  any  soc ia l  med ia  o r  
any  d i rec t  messag ing  p la t fo rm. ’  

Club Coaches’  use  of  Socia l  Media ,  Texts  and Emai ls  

Our  coaches ,  represen t ing  the  c lub ,  con fo rm to  the  ECB Safe  
Hands  Po l i cy .  Con tac t ing  u18  p layers  by  persona l  tex t  o r  th rough  
soc ia l  med ia  i s  s t r i c t l y  fo rb idden .  S ta f f ,  coaches  &  vo lun teers  
canno t  d i rec t  p r i va te  message  anyone  under  18  years  o ld  v ia  
ema i l ,  tex t ,  Snapcha t ,  Ins tagram or  soc ia l  med ia  p la t fo rms .  
Messages  shou ld  be  d i rec ted  to  the  paren ts  AND the  young  
person  o r  v ia  open  fo rums w i th  appropr ia te  language  &  con ten t .  
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Everyone involved wi th  Oswestry  Cr icket  C lub is  reminded 
that  the  Relevant  Codes of  Conduct  ( for  parents ,  ch i ldren  and 
coaches)  apply  on l ine  and in  text  and emai l  communicat ions ,  
just  as  they  do in  the  “rea l  wor ld” .  

See  be low fo r  add i t i ona l  adv ice  and  bes t  p rac t i ce  a round  soc ia l  
med ia  use  w i th in  the  fami l y :  

Soc ia l  Med ia  can  seem s t range  and  even  in t im ida t ing  fo r  peop le  
who  d id  no t  “g row up”  w i th  i t .  Facebook ,  Tw i t te r ,  tex t ing ,  
Messenger ,  and  o ther  p la t fo rm,  as  we l l  as  on l ine  gaming  and  
persona l  ema i l s  a re  vas t  and  comp lex .  By  fo l l ow ing  some s imp le  
gu ide l ines ,  po ten t ia l  p i t fa l l s  can  be  avo ided  and  Soc ia l  Med ia  can  
be  sa fe ly  used  as  a  p romot iona l  too l  and  a  means  o f  
commun ica t ion  fo r  the  c lub .  

Guidance for  Parents /  Carers  on the  use  of  Socia l  Media ,  
Texts ,  Snapchat ,  Instagram and Emai ls  

Ch i ld ren  today  a re  g row ing  up  w i th  the  in te rne t  as  par t  o f  the i r  
everyday  l i ves ,  and  tha t ’ s  a  good  th ing .  I t ’ s  a  g rea t  p lace  fo r  them 
to  lea rn ,  to  have  fun  and  to  cha t  to  the i r  f r i ends .  Of  course ,  i t ’ s  
impor tan t  to  make  sure  tha t  they  a re  sa fe  wh i l s t  they  do  i t .  

Remember :  i t  i s  aga ins t  Facebook ’s  ru les  fo r  your  ch i ld  to  have  an  
accoun t  i f  they  a re  under  13  years  o ld .  Th is  i s  to  p reven t  them 
f rom be ing  exposed  to  po ten t ia l l y  inappropr ia te  con ten t .  You  w i l l  
f i nd  a l l  you  need  to  know abou t  keep ing  young  teens  sa fe  on  
Facebook  on  the i r  o f f i c ia l  sa fe ty  page  fo r  
pa ren ts :  ht tp: / /www. facebook.com/safe ty /groups/parents / .  

Parents /Carers  DO  

•  Make sure  the  fami l y  compute r  i s  in  a  ma in  l i v ing  a rea  and  
tha t  the  sc reen  i s  pos i t i oned  so  tha t  you  can  see  what  i s  
go ing  on .  

•  Be open  so  tha t  the  ch i ld  can  approach  you  i f  they  a re  be ing  
bu l l i ed  on l ine  o r  i f  t hey  have  been  exposed  to  someth ing  tha t  
has  made them upse t  o r  uncomfor tab le .  

•  Make sure  you  a re  aware  o f  who  your  ch i ld  has  con tac t  w i th  
on l ine  and  v ia  tex t .  

•  Be aware  o f  the  ECB and  c lubs  expec ta t ions  o f  coaches  and  
soc ia l  med ia .  

•  Ta lk  to  your  ch i ld ren  abou t  us ing  soc ia l  med ia .  

•  Prov ide  your  mob i le  number /ema i l  address  i f  reques ted ,  so  
tha t  the  c lub  can  con tac t  you  regard ing  your  ch i ld ’ s  matches  
and  t ra in ing .  
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The fo l lowing may be  usefu l  

ht tp: / /www.google .co .uk / fami lysafe ty /adv ice .html  

ht tps: / /ww. th inkuknow.co.uk /Parentsold  

Guidance for  Chi ldren  and Young People  on  the  use  of  Socia l  
Media ,  Texts  and Emai ls  

•  The in te rne t  i s  a  g rea t  p lace  to  lea rn  and  have  fun  w i th  your  
f r i ends ,  and  the  bes t  way  to  have  fun  i s  to  make  sure  tha t  
you  s tay  sa fe .  You  shou ld  th ink  abou t  the  po in ts  be low 
whenever  you  use  the  in te rne t ,  o r  speak  to  peop le  on l ine  o r  
by  tex t .  

•  I f  someone i sn ’ t  your  f r i end  in  rea l  l i f e ,  they  a re  NOT your  
f r i end  on  the  in te rne t .  Be  care fu l  when  accep t ing  f r iend  
reques ts .  

•  Somet imes  peop le  on  the  in te rne t  a re  no t  who  they  say  they  
a re .  I f  you  a re  no t  100% sure ,  don ’ t  r i sk  i t .  

•  Remember  to  change  your  p r i vacy  se t t i ngs  so  tha t  on ly  your  
f r i ends  can  see  in fo rmat ion  abou t  you ,  your  wa l l  pos ts  and  
your  pho tos .  

•  I f  someone i s  send ing  you  messages  o r  tex ts  tha t  you  a re  
wor r ied  abou t ,  you  shou ld  te l l  your  paren ts ,  an  adu l t  you  
t rus t ,  your  teacher  o r  our  c lub ’s  we l fa re  o f f i ce r .  You  can  f ind  
a  pho tograph  o f  each  o f  them on  the  c lubhouse  no t i ce  board .  
Ask  ano ther  adu l t  to  he lp  loca te  one  o f  them shou ld  you  
need  them and  no t  f i nd  them anywhere .  

•  Remember  anyone employed Oswestry  Cr icket  Coach is  a  
profess ional ,  just  l ike  your  teachers .  They  should  not  be  
your  f r iend on Facebook,  and should  not  be  text ing  or  
messaging you .  

•  You can expect  them to  make ar rangements  for  coaching 
and matches v ia  your  parents .   

•  Bul l y ing  can  happen  on l ine  too  –  ca l led  cyber -bu l l y ing .  I f  
you ,  o r  someone you  know,  has  had  th is  happen  to  them you  
shou ld  te l l  can  adu l t  tha t  you  can  t rus t .  

•  Don ’ t  be  a f ra id  to  te l l  someone i f  you  have  concerns .  
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Young People  NEED to  

1 .  Keep  your  pho tos  and  persona l  i n fo rmat ion  p r i va te .  

2 .  Conduc t  yourse l f  i n  a  respec t fu l  and  cour teous  manner  on  
soc ia l  med ia  as  you  wou ld  a t  home,  in  schoo l  o r  a t  c r i cke t .  

3 .  Te l l  a  p ro fess iona l  o r  an  adu l t  tha t  you  t rus t  i f  you  a re  
wor r ied  o r  concerned  abou t  on l ine  behav iour  o r  unwanted  
con tac t / commun ica t ion .  

Young People  SHOULD NOT  

1 .  Send  inappropr ia te  tex t  messages  o r  pos t  messages  on  
soc ia l  med ia  tha t  a re  o f fens ive ,  nas ty  o r  deroga to ry  in  any  
way .  

2 .  Accep t  any  f r iend  reques ts  f rom peop le  you  don ’ t  know or  
you  fee l  uncomfor tab le  accep t ing .  

3 .  Connec t  w i th ,  fo l l ow o r  message  coaches  o f  Oswes t ry  CC on  
soc ia l  med ia  p la t fo rms ,  snapcha t  and  o ther  messag ing  s i tes .  

The fo l lowing may be  usefu l  

ht tp: / /www. th inkuknow.co.uk /  
 


